Specially Designed
Instruction Overview

Transforming the educational system to support diagnose,
design, and delivery of high quality Specially Designed

Instruction (SDI) so that all learners with disabilities and their
families are engaged and making progress.

Goal

lowa’s SDI initiative was designed to improve literacy outcomes for students with
disabilities. SDI involves adapting the content, methods, and delivery of instruction
to meet the individual needs of students.

Teaming

Districts and buildings identify leadership teams to support the work.
Collaborative teams receive professional learning and coaching to
implement the lowa SDI Framework.

Professional Learning

Regular, ongoing professional learning is provided for
up to three years on the lowa SDI Framework in one of
three current areas of focus:

* Preschool
* K-6 Literacy
* Significant Disabilities

Coaching

All teaching teams receive regular coaching (bimonthly, at
minimum) on implementation of the lowa SDI Framework and
the identified evidence-based practices in their area of focus.

Action Planning

Teams create and maintain an action plan that documents
their next steps in implementation, supports needed, and
to provide clear goals for the coach to support them on.

Measuring Fidelity

Various tools are used to measure implementation of the SDI
Framework, including the Framework Implementation Tool and
Coaching Self-Assessment.

lowa SDI Framework



https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/Iowa%27s%20Specially%20Designed%20Instruction%20%28SDI%29%20Framework.pdf
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SDI improves outcomes for students with disabilities.

Impact The benefits to students are greater in buildings that
implement SDI for at least three years.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X4ZZbRgo7OfpaxqrMSm1peHb2vuwH7h_LSJO3rqcd94/edit

