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Learning Outcomes
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Participants will: 

Introduced to the Data-
Based Individualization 

(DBI) process

Learn about the 
Taxonomy of 

Intervention Intensity



Setting the Stage: 
Data-Based 
Individualization
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Data-Based Individualization

§ The National Center on Intensive Intervention

§ A systematic method for using data to determine 
when and how to provide more intensive 
intervention.

§ An ongoing process—not a single intervention.

§ Intended for students with severe and persistent
learning and behavioral needs. 
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Five DBI Steps

1. Validated intervention program, delivered 
with fidelity

2. Progress monitoring

3. Informal diagnostic assessment

4. Adaptation to validated intervention

5. Continued progress monitoring, with 
adaptations occurring whenever needed to 
ensure adequate progress
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Today’s Focus

1. Validated intervention program, delivered 
with fidelity

2. Progress monitoring

3. Informal diagnostic assessment

4. Adaptation to validated intervention

5. Continued progress monitoring, with 
adaptations occurring whenever needed to 
ensure adequate progress
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Validated Intervention Programs: 
Components to Consider
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Group size

Break tasks into smaller steps

Frequency and duration of intervention

Concrete learning opportunities
Explicit instruction and modeling

Evidence-based programs
Effect size

Connection to Tier 1 instruction

Alignment with grade-level standardsOpportunities to respond



Validated Intervention Programs: 
Components to Consider
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Group size

Break tasks into smaller steps

Frequency and duration of 
intervention

Concrete learning opportunities
Explicit instruction and modeling

Evidence-based programsEffect size

Connection to Tier 1 instruction

Alignment with grade-level standardsOpportunities to respond

It would be helpful if 
there was a framework 
to guide our thinking 
when we decide what 
interventions to use and 
how to adapt them.



Key Considerations When Selecting or Evaluating 
Validated Interventions for DBI
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ü Does evidence suggest that the intervention is expected to lead to improved outcomes (strength)?
ü Will the group size, duration, and frequency provide sufficient opportunities to respond (dosage)?
ü Does the intervention match the student’s identified needs (alignment)?
ü Does it assist the student in generalizing the learned skills to general education or other tasks 

(promoting transfer)?
ü Does the intervention include elements of explicit instruction (comprehensiveness)?
ü Does the student have opportunities to develop the behavior skills needed to be successful 

(behavioral support)? Can the intervention be easily integrated into academic instruction (academic 
support)?

ü Can the intervention be individualized with a data-based process to meet student needs 
(individualization)?



Taxonomy of Intervention Intensity

Fuchs, Fuchs, and Malone (2017). 
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Strength Dosage Alignment Attention to Transfer Comprehensiveness Behavioral 
or Academic Support

Evidence 
of effectiveness

Number 
of opportunities 
the student has 

torespond and receive 
feedback

How well 
the intervention 

matches the targeted 
academic skills or 
behavior concerns

Intervention is 
explicitly designed to 

help students 
make connections 
between the skills 

taught in intervention 
and 

other environments

How well 
the intervention incorp

orates 
explicit instruction 

principles

Whether an 
academic intervention i

ncorporates 
behavioral strategies 

or whether 
a behavioral 

intervention considers 
academic components.

Does evidence 
suggest that the 

intervention 
is expected to lead 

to improved 
outcomes?

Does the student 
need additional 

practice opportunities 
or feedback to 

benefit from the 
intervention?

Have you 
considered the 
antecedents –

behavior-
consequences?

Do data suggest 
the student is 

making progress in 
the intervention, but 
not transferring the 

skills to other settings?

Does the 
academic intervention 

include elements of 
explicit instruction? 

(e.g., models 
efficient strategies)

How engaged 
and involved is the 

student in this 
intervention 
or activity?



Taxonomy: Academics and Behavior
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Academic Rating Rubric
§ Used to evaluate an intervention

§ Scale 0 – 3

§ Can be evaluated by individual 
educators or a team  
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Other Resources 
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Purpose of the Academic Intervention 
Taxonomy Briefs

§ The briefs provide educators with 
information to evaluate the 
appropriateness of academic 
interventions available on the Academic 
Intervention Tools Chart for students who 
require intervention. 

§ The information included in the briefs is 
organized along the dimensions of 
the Taxonomy of Intervention Intensity.
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https://intensiveintervention.org/tools-charts/academic-intervention-taxonomy-briefs

https://intensiveintervention.org/tools-charts/academic-intervention-taxonomy-briefs


Locate the Briefs on the NCII Website
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Linked in the main 
navigation menu

NCII Website



Academic Briefs Currently Available
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Reading Mathematics

§ Leveled Literacy Intervention
§ Lexia Core5 Reading
§ Lexia PowerUp Literacy
§ Promoting Adolescent’s Comprehension 

of Text
§ Read Naturally Live
§ Seeing Stars Program: Symbol Imagery for 

Phonological and Orthographic 
Processing in Reading and Spelling 

§ Sound Partners
§ Visualizing and Verbalizing Program for 

Language Comprehension and Thinking 

§ Fraction Face-off!
§ Fusion Whole Number Foundations Level 1
§ Hot Math Tutoring
§ Number Rockets
§ Pirate Math
§ ROOTS Whole Number Foundations Level K
§ Spring Math
§ Strategic Instruction Multiplication With 

Regrouping Partial Products Algorithm 
§ Strategic Instruction Multiplication With 

Regrouping Standard Algorithm

https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/LLI-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Core5-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/PowerUp-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/PACT-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Read-Naturally-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Seeing-Stars-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Sound-Partners-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Visualizing-Verbalizing-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Fraction-Face-Off-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Fusion-WNF1-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Hot-Math-Tutoring-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Number-Rockets-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Pirate-Math-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/ROOTS-WNFK-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Spring-Math-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Multiplctn-Part-Prod-Brief-2021.pdf
https://intensiveintervention.org/sites/default/files/Multiplctn-Stand-Alg-Brief-2021.pdf


Taxonomy of Intervention Intensity: Module
§ In-depth module about the 

Taxonomy of Intervention Intensity

§ Approximately 30 min
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How to Support English Learners
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Questions?
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www.Intensiveintervention.org
ncii@air.org
https://twitter.com/TheNCII
https://www.youtube.com/c/NationalCenteronIntensiveIntervention

Thank You
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NCII Disclaimer

This presentation was produced under the U.S. Department of Education, Office of 
Special Education Programs, Award No. H326Q260001. Celia Rosenquist serves as 
the project officer. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the 
positions or policies of the U.S. Department of Education. No official endorsement 
by the U.S. Department of Education of any product, commodity, service, or 
enterprise mentioned in this webinar is intended or should be inferred.
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