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Unified Champions Schools
Relevant and Important

Unified Champion Schools is a contributing factor to 
student success, social inclusion and positive academic 

and social emotional outcomes



 

 

Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools® is a 
strategy that intentionally promotes meaningful social inclusion 
by bringing together young people with and without intellectual 
disabilities as co-leaders in creating school environments of 
acceptance, utilizing three interconnected components: Unified 
Sports, Inclusive Youth Leadership, and Whole-School 
Engagement.

Unified Champion Schools defined



Multi-tiered Structure



A Bit of SOUCS History

• More than 7,300 schools today

• 14-year partnership with OSEP

• Evidence-based: Evaluation and continuous 
improvement

• Flexibility within a framework

• Social inclusion and school climate

• Youth innovation a hallmark

• Teacher professional development

• School District support

• Adapting to the moment



• Increases in opportunities to be included in activities

• Perceived increases in social skills

• Reductions in perceived bullying

• Raises awareness about inclusion

• Improvements in school climate 

• Leadership Teams, community partnerships, parental 
involvement and access to UCS Resources, biggest predictors of 
UCS success

UCS Programming Positively Impacts 
Students and Schools



Catherine and 
Claude's Moment

https://vimeo.com/351709752/a52ecc8595
https://vimeo.com/351709752/a52ecc8595


• Why is there not more of this 
happening in schools today?

• What about this work resonates with 
you, and why?

• What is the appropriate role of 
families in promoting inclusion in 
their schools? How can we prepare 
them for that role?

• How does this conversation inform 
your definition of inclusion/social 
inclusion?

Breakouts



THANK
YOU-

Let’s work 

together!
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