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 How does ED define “evidence of effectiveness”?

 Introduction to the What Works ClearinghouseTM

 Types of studies reviewed by the WWC

 WWC review process and study ratings

 WWC intervention reports, practice guides, and 
reviews of individual studies

 Ways to connect with the WWC and related resources

Overview
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In ED regulations and guidance, “evidence” refers to the basis for 
thinking that what a project does has a positive impact on outcomes

Strong Evidence
(based on a well-designed, well-implemented

experimental study**)
Moderate Evidence

(based on a well-designed, well-implemented 
quasi-experimental design [QED] study**)

Evidence of Promise / Promising Evidence 
(based on a correlational study with statistical 

controls for selection bias)

Strong Theory / Demonstrates a Rationale
(logic model [theory of action] informed by 

research or evaluation)
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**Strong 
Evidence and 
Moderate 
Evidence need to 
be based on a 
statistically 
significant and
favorable finding 
from at least one 
study that meets 
What Works 
ClearinghouseTM

standards



What is the What Works ClearinghouseTM?

 The WWC reviews, rates, and summarizes 
original studies of the effectiveness of 
education interventions (policies, programs, 
practices, or products)

All Education 
Research

Original 
Studies of the 
Effectiveness 
of Education 
Interventions

Reviews of studies are documented at 
whatworks.ed.gov; findings are reported 
from studies that meet WWC standards  

 The WWC does not rate
Qualitative studies
Descriptive studies
Studies that re-analyze or 

synthesize others’ data
The quality of interventions (as 

opposed to studies of interventions)

 Since 2002, the WWC has been an 
initiative of ED’s Institute of Education 
Sciences (IES)
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http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ReviewedStudies
http://ies.ed.gov/


What Works ClearinghouseTM Standards
 Developed by panels of experts for 

different types of study designs:
o Group designs (randomized 

controlled trials and quasi-
experimental designs)

o Regression discontinuity designs
o Single case designs

 Focus on internal validity of estimates 
(whether an estimated impact is valid 
or likely to be biased) 

 Applied by teams of certified reviewers 
using a review protocol to give studies 
one of 3 ratings:
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http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Handbooks
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Handbooks
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WWC Review of a Group Design Study

NOTE: the sign, size, and statistical significance of the estimated effect of the 
intervention are reported by the WWC but do not affect the WWC study rating



 Students receiving 
intervention
Comparison group 

(equivalent at 
baseline)

Why impact studies need good comparison groups
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Find What Works from  Systematic Reviews of Interventions
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Interventions for Children and Youth with Disabilities
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Example #1: Social Skills Training
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Example #2: Peer-Assisted Learning Strategies
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WWC Educator Practice Guides (22 so far)
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Response to Intervention Reading Practice Guide
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Response to Intervention Mathematics Practice Guide
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Identifying Evidence from Reviews of Individual Studies

Go to 
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/
wwc/ReviewedStudies, 
and select studies 
that:
(i) Meet WWC 
Standards, 
(ii) include at least one 
statistically significant 
and positive effect, 
and 
(iii) are in the topic 
area of interest
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http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ReviewedStudies


 The WWC Home Page
– whatworks.ed.gov https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/

 The WWC Help Desk
– http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ContactUs.aspx

 Follow the WWC
– http://facebook.com/whatworksclearinghouse
– https://twitter.com/WhatWorksED
– http://ies.ed.gov/newsflash/?url=%2Fncee%2Fwwc%2Findex%2Easp&site=What+Works+Clearinghouse

 Other NCEE Knowledge Utilization Division Resources
– Find a wide range of education studies at the Education Resources 

Information Center (https://eric.ed.gov/) 
– Learn about applied research and evidence-related TA from the Regional 

Educational Laboratories (https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/) 

Connect with the WWC and Related Resources
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ContactUs.aspx
http://facebook.com/whatworksclearinghouse
https://twitter.com/WhatWorksED
http://ies.ed.gov/newsflash/?url=/ncee/wwc/index.asp&site=What+Works+Clearinghouse
https://eric.ed.gov/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/
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